Unfortunately for Mr. Browne, our critical composure is disturbed at the outset, by the impossibility of digesting two diametrically opposite assertions: " I have no claim to originality, ' says Mr, Browne, in the second page of his preface; but, in the first page of his book, and the very first sentence, he says, "The pages which I am about to submit to you, and subsequently to the public, possess one quality which many regard as a merit, but which 1 am inclined to think is a misfortune. It is that of originality." Never did author commence by placing his readers in such a dilemma; from which we extricate ourselves by believing the assertion in the preface, as of later date, and made with more deliberation; to which we are furthermore inclined, as it may relieve the author from the oppressive sense of that originality which he regards as a misfortune, and the straining after which is a calamity from which he cannot always be said to escape. This admission by no means abates from his merit in bringing forward known facts in a new light, and enforcing valuable truths anew, for an important and a philanthropical purpose.
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